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Overview of Senior Exit Project 
 
Rationale: 

To encourage self-evaluation, reflection, goal setting as seniors transition to career, military 
service or college. 

Commitment Form 

 Complete Online Google Form by Monday, March 1, 2021 

 Presentation sign up will be made available week of February 1st  

 Accessible through “Student Resources” tab on website 

Student Letters & Resumes 

 Students are to submit a one-page letter of application for graduation and a one-page 
resume of accomplishments, activities, and experiences. 

 The letter of application (3 copies), resume (3 copies) must be submitted to your 
R.A.P. teacher or Mrs. Brendel/Mrs. Mann by Monday, March 1, 2021.  

 The panel will evaluate the student LETTER on the following areas: 
o Format 

 Length (1 full page max) 
 Mechanics (spelling, grammar, format, introduction, closing) 
 Tone (professional, reflective, sincere, personal)  

o Content & Creativity  
 Evidence of self-reflection on growth, development, change 
 Four school-wide expectations 

 The panel will evaluate the student RESUME on the following areas: 
o Format 

 Appearance (professional, easy to read, etc.) 
 Organization (easy to read) 

o Content & Creativity  
 Skills, honors, activities 
 Education 
 Experiences 

Student Presentations 

 The panel will consist of a chairperson, teacher, peer reviewer, and a community 
representative (i.e. parents, business people). The complete presentation should be no 
longer than 15 minutes.  

 Students attending off-campus programs will complete the Senior Exit when they are 
scheduled to be in class at RYLE, either in the AM or PM.  Please make sure to indicate 
this on your commitment form. 

 Students attending the IGNITE Institute: your Senior Exit will be scheduled at IGNITE; 
please make sure to indicate this on your commitment form.  

 Students attending Gatton, Kraft, and those working remotely, your presentations can 
be virtual if requested in the Senior Exit Commitment Form. 

 A presentation must be created by students based on the 4 school-wide expectations 
of integrity, responsibility, service, and respect. 

 The content, format, and mode of the student presentation that connects to the four 
school-wide expectations are the student’s choice. 

 The panel will evaluate the student PRESENTATION on the following areas: 
o Content & creativity (4 expectations, student experiences & reflection) 
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o Introduction of presentation 
o Presentation of content and supporting evidence 
o Connecting with the audience 
o Using presentation aids 
o Use of voice, body language, and movement effectively 
o Giving an effective conclusion 

Peer Reviews 

 To demonstrate to our underclassmen the growth that takes place through the high 
school years, you may invite one freshman or sophomore student to attend your senior 
exit.  This must be noted when you turn in your application materials. An underclassman 
is only permitted to review one presentation, so it is imperative to secure a commitment 
sooner rather than later.   

Active Engagement 

 All students are expected to demonstrate appropriate behavior and participate in all 
aspects of the presentation process. 

Score 

 Successful completion of the Senior Exit Project is a requirement for graduation from 
Larry A. Ryle High School.  Each of the areas below will be scored on a scale of 0 to 
4.0 and a student must earn a score of at least 2.0 in each of the following categories 
using the specific areas described above:  

 Introductory Letter 

 Resume 

 Community Service 

 Presentation 

 The evaluation score for each category will be based on the specific areas described 
above. 
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SENIOR EXIT EXHIBITION PROCESS 
 

 

Letter of Application & Professional Resume 
 
The letter of application for graduation is the beginning of the Senior Interview process. The 
purpose of the letter is to articulate achievements, reflect on accomplishments in extracurricular 
activities (school, community, church), and prepare for transition to the career/work force, to the 
military service, or higher education. 
 
The letter should be addressed to the Graduation Committee (administrators, teachers, and 
parents). It should be no longer than 1 page and include the following information: 
 

1. Use the best example of personal growth as indicated by the Larry A. Ryle High School 

Mission Statement. 

2. Project how high school preparation has prepared you for your college career and/or career 

field. 

Remember audience and purpose as you plan and write the letter. Business letters are direct and 

utilize active verbs and direct language. With one-page in which to present your information, the 

letter must be persuasive and concise. The one-page letter must be typed, follow accepted 

business letter format. The letter will be evaluated by the standards of the Kentucky Holistic 

Scoring Guide. But realize that real-world standards in business communications demand correct 

grammar and punctuation. 

 

A resume should be submitted along with the letter. The resume should list pertinent information 

about what you have done – major area of study, in-school and out-of-school achievements.  

 
o Objective  

 This has been modified from a traditional objective 

 Must begin with the word “Next year I plan to…..” 

 Examples: 

 Next year I plan to attend the University of Kentucky and major in 

finance 

 Next year I plan to be enlisted in the Marines 
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 Next year I plan to be working at an auto-body shop.  

 
 
 

PERSONAL PREPARATION 
 

 
APPEARANCE 
       As with all interviews you should dress in a businesslike manner. 
 
Clothing: 
  Required attire for Males: 
   Suit or dress slacks, dress shirt, tie, dark socks, dress shoes. 
 
  Required attire for Females: 

A suit, dress, or dress slacks or skirt with a blouse, jacket, dress shoes. 
 
BODY LANGUAGE 
   Introduce yourself to each panel member. Be sure to smile! 
  
Posture: Sit confidently. You are presenting yourself, as a worthy candidate for 

graduation – be relaxed, yet display assurance – a little nervousness is okay. 
 
Expression: Smile to show friendliness and willingness to share with the panel. 
 
Eye Contact: Face the panel. Include all of them as you answer questions. The panel is on 

your side! Do not fear them. 
 
Gestures: Feel free to use gestures for emphasis, when appropriate. Avoid too many 

gestures or any that could distract from what you are saying. 
 
VOICE CONTROL 
   Let your voice work with you to indicate readiness and maturity. 
 
Volume:  Talk loud enough for everyone to hear you. 
 
Pitch and Rate: Avoid talking in monotone. Be sure to speak slowly to be understood. 
 
Articulation: Nothing indicates a learned person more than saying exactly what he or she 

wants to say. Choose the best words to explain. Avoid speech crutches. 
(“You know;” “you see what I’m saying;” “stuff;” and “you know what I mean.”) 
Think before speaking. Use appropriate language and use the proper word. 

 
Emphasis: Be enthusiastic and confident about your accomplishments. Emphasize 

those achievements you think best indicate the person you have become. 

 
 

 

 


